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Unity Health launched 
its second annual 
Healthy Kids Ambas-
sador Program with all 
of the third grade 
classes across Searcy 
School District. Be-
cause each school com-
pleted the fulfillments 
for the Healthy Kids 
Ambassador program 
last year, Unity 
Health donated $3,000 
to each elementary 
school to be used for in-
creasing healthy lifestyles. 
McRae Elementary School 
used funds for additional 
physical education equip-
ment, Westside Elemen-
tary School will use the 
funding to provide healthy 

snacks to third graders during 
the school day, and Sidney 
Deener Elementary purchased 
sixteen bicycles and helmets to 
provide a bike club as positive 
incentive in the classroom and 
to increase active lifestyles. 

Dates to Remember 

 November 3-AJHS 
EAST Night Out 

 November 11-Veterans 
Day Activities  

 Nov. 12-17– Cub Classic  

 Nov. 23-25-
Thanksgiving Holiday 
—No School 

Science Labs Intrigue Students 
Students in 
Ms. Kyla 
Gentry’s 
science 
classes at 
Ahlf Junior 
High School 
are amazing 
themselves 
with the 

experiments they are per-
forming.  Tristan Carpen-
ter and Annie McMahan 
were excited to get the 
triple beam to balance 
correctly during a meas-
uring lab (left, and Tyler 
Collins, Amon Nguyen, 
Kaletra Arnold, and Lexi 
Sharp  

were sur-
prised to 
see how 
water 
reflects 
the color 
of the 
sky 
(right). 
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high basketball programs. Regular 
admission will be charged and conces-
sions available. T-shirts will be on 
sale for $8 as well. Anyone who would 
like to make a donation to the girls 
and boys junior high basketball pro-
grams is welcome to do so. Please 
come and support the Cubs and Lady 
cubs in a fun and eventful evening! 
The schedule is as follows: 

7th Grade Lady Cubs—4:00 P.M. 

The SHS Cubs will hold its second 
annual Red vs. White game for each 
junior high team on our newly de-
signed court at AJHS. Teams will be 
split in half as evenly as possible and 
will play against each other in twenty 
minute games. The cubs are very ex-
cited about preparing for real-game 
experience before the season begins. 

The event will also serve as a fund-
raiser for the boys and girls junior 

7th Grade Cubs—4:30 P.M. 

8th Grade Lady Cubs—5:-00P.M. 

8th Grade Cubs—5:30 P.M. 

Junior Varsity Lady Cubs—6 P.M. 

Junior Varsity Cubs—6:30 P.M. 

 (INSERT BASKET-
BALL GRAPHIC) 

Pirates and STEM by Jackie Starks      

 Cubs to Host Annual Red vs. White Game 

employees, has seen many 
changes throughout its 162 year 
production. Porter explained  
how technology has changed to 
print the newspaper and how 
printing presses continue to im-
prove with advanced technology. 
He gave the students examples 
of former papers and talked 

about how social media and online 
newspapers are how many read the 

Newspaper Publisher Gives History of  The Daily Citizen 

Page 2 UPDATE 

process alongside their children.   On October 5th, McRae’s second 
grade students brought their par-
ents to school, and the families 
enjoyed a fun-filled day of engi-
neering challenges, treasure 
hunts, and pirate games. Instruc-
tional specialists from Searcy 
School District, Harding Univer-
sity’s STEM Center, and the 
Wilbur D. Mills Cooperative facili-
tated the stations, and parents 
were given the opportunity to see 
how the math their children are 
learning on a daily basis is con-
nected to exciting future STEM 
careers. Parents were engaging in 

Tim Bristor facilitates the test-
ing station as students add 
washers to their boat. 

Mrs. Hopper assists students at 
the Reverse Engineering station. 
Students were able to see the 
inner workings of all types of 
equipment. 

Harry Porter, 
publisher of 
The Daily 
Citizen, vis-
ited McRae 
third grade 
students and 
discussed the 
history of 
newspaper with them. The Daily Citi-
zen, started in 1854  with only three 

news in today’s society.  
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Lunch Menu HERE 

October Calendar  HERE 



tators helped make this 
event successful once again.  

Westside Ele-
mentary 
School’s long-
running tradi-
tion continued 
last month with 
the 20th An-
nual Boxcar 
Derby. Stu-
dents and par-
ents worked 
together to cre-
ate colorful, 
creative, and 
well-constructed box cars to race 
against their classmates. Not only 
was this a fantastic day for kindergar-
ten students, but parents, grandpar-
ents, and siblings also joined in the 
fun. A number of volunteers such as 
Anytime Fitness, who set up the 
course, and First Community Bank, 
who served donuts and coffee to spec-

Westside Holds 20th Annual Boxcar Derby 

Board Of Education 

President—Linda Benson 

Vice-President—Dr. Brent Blakely 

Secretary— Jimmy Simpson 

Member—Philip Williams 

Member—Dr. Mike Liles 

Superintendent—Diane Barrett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerns regarding UPDATE may be 

addressed  to Betsy Bailey, Editor, at 

 bbailey@searcyschools.org. 

SHS Choir Students Named to All Region Choir 

(will take photo and send it tomorrow ) 

Special thanks to First 
Community Bank fore 
Derby refreshments 
and Anytime Fitness 
for volunteering to set 
up the Derby track. 

Congratulations to kindergarten 
classroom winners including Hunter 
Thompson (Holmes), Cole Brazeal 
(Thompson), Gabe Acevendo (Vogl), 
Leighton Stewart (Raney), Peyton 
Rogers (Parish), and Savannah Os-
mon (Goins). Savannah Osmun was 
the overall Derby winner! 
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